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and certainly don’t give a darn about
the Native community on the North
Slope.

I really wish our media friends would
write this story. The unions support it;
quote them. The Native people support
it; quote them, don’t cancel them.

This administration needs to wake
up. The American people are getting
tired of this. This is a test. The EIS
came out last week. If it is changed, it
will be because of raw political power
by far-left environmental groups who
forced the White House to kill this
project.

I am just going to end with this. This
is just an example. These are union
members. These are broad-based groups
of Alaska Native organizations. These
are just economic groups in our State
and nationally. This is not a hard call.

This project has the highest environ-
mental standards in the world, and if
we need oil and gas, which we do, why
wouldn’t we get it from American
workers, like the people I just quoted,
to help Alaska Native communities,
like the people I just quoted? Why is
the Federal Government—Joe Biden—
going to Saudi Arabia to beg for o0il?
By the way, he got rejected. Why did
we lift sanctions on Venezuela, a ter-
rorist regime? To get more oil—whose
production processes are 18 times more
polluting than an American oil and gas
project. Why? None of this makes
sense.

So, again, I want to thank my Demo-
cratic Senate colleagues in particular.
We have 30 days. If you are an Amer-
ican and you care about energy secu-
rity and good jobs, if you are a union
member, pick up the phone, send an
email—blm.gov—and tell them: Stop
the madness. Finalize the Willow
Project for the benefit of the Native
people in Alaska, for the benefit of
working Americans, for the benefit of
our national security, and for the ben-
efit of our environment. That is what
we need to do. I am hoping that the
Biden administration makes the right
call.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
OSSOFF). The Senator from Michigan.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that all postcloture
time on the Chung nomination be con-
sidered expired; that at 5:30 p.m. on
Monday, February 13, the Senate vote
on confirmation of the Chung nomina-
tion; that if confirmed, the motion to
reconsider be considered made and laid
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion; and finally, that the cloture mo-
tion with respect to the Mendez-Miro
nomination ripen following the disposi-
tion of the Chung nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to legislative session and be in
a period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PROTECTING CHILDREN WITH
FOOD ALLERGIES ACT

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, every
parent in America remembers the first
day they sent their child off to school.
For many parents, this is a day filled
with tears of joy as they send their
child off into the world alone for the
first time. For others, it is a day of
worry and fear. Parents wonder if their
child will be able to find their class-
rooms or if they will make friends.
Some even worry if their child’s school
could be the scene of the senseless vio-
lence that occurs all too often in this
country. But for the parents of a child
with severe allergies, there is another
serious fear: the threat of anaphylaxis.
Anaphylaxis causes blood pressure to
plummet, airways to constrict and
close, and the heart to beat erratically
and stop. It can turn deadly, quickly.
Even a trace amount of an allergen can
be enough to trigger anaphylaxis.

Only one drug can halt and reverse
the progression of anaphylaxis: epi-
nephrine. But as miraculous as the
drug is, it can’t help if it is not on hand
when the unthinkable happens. That is
why, in 2013, I introduced the School
Access to Emergency Epinephrine Act
to make schools safer for children with
food allergies. At the time, schools
often did not stock epinephrine, or
“EpiPens,” as it is often called. This
left children with food allergies vulner-
able at school, especially those who
may not have known they are allergic.
Sometimes, children forget their
EpiPens at home; others don’t have
EpiPens to begin with.

My 2013 bill encouraged more schools
to keep epinephrine on hand by pro-
viding them with federal grants. It re-
ceived bipartisan support, and it was
signed into law by President Obama.
Over the last 10 years, it has saved
lives, and it has given parents and stu-
dents alike greater peace of mind that
their school will be prepared to respond
to a life-threatening emergency. But, 1
have thought since then: What more
can we do to prevent allergic reactions
from occurring in the first place?

I hear from parents across my State
of Illinois who are concerned about
sending their children with food aller-
gies to school. Tamara Hubbard from
Lake Zurich, IL, is one of those par-
ents. She is the mother of a teenage
son who has food allergies. Ms. Hub-
bard also happens to be a therapist
whose practice includes working with
children who have food allergies and
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their families. She wrote to me and
told me that: ‘It takes a daily dose of
blind faith mixed with hope’ to send a
child with food allergies to school. For
a child with a peanut or sesame al-
lergy, she said, going to school can be
a lot like entering the lion’s den. These
and other common food allergens are
often contained in school meals and in
the snacks and lunches of other chil-
dren. You have to be careful.

Ms. Hubbard said that the families
she counsels are often left wondering,
“Does our school staff understand al-
lergen labeling? Are they aware of
cross-contamination best practices and
how to make safe ingredient substi-
tutions for lunches?”” And what if they
are not aware? That last one is a hard
question to contemplate because we
know the worst can—and does—happen.

Last May, Tom Shaw, a father in Pa-
pillon, NE, just outside of Omaha,
dropped his 14-year-old son, Jagger, off
at school, gave him a hug and told him
to have a good day—just as he had done
every school day. But this was not a
normal day. You see, like 1 in 50 Amer-
ican children, Jagger was allergic to
peanuts. But at snack time, he was
given a granola bar that had peanuts in
it. Almost immediately, Jagger’s heart
started racing, and his throat began to
swell. He went to the school nurse’s of-
fice, where he was injected with an
EpiPen. But his condition continued to
worsen quickly. By the time Jagger
was rushed to the hospital, his heart
had stopped beating. He had to be re-
suscitated and put on a ventilator. He
suffered serious damage to his heart
and brain. Two days after eating that
granola bar, Jagger died. Last month, a
10-year-old girl in Amarillo, TX, Emer-
son Kate Cole, also died after she went
into anaphylaxis at school.

Nearly 1 million children nationwide
have had an allergic reaction at school.
And 25 percent of these reactions occur
among children who have undiagnosed
food allergies. We can and must do
more to prevent children with aller-
gies, diagnosed and undiagnosed, from
experiencing potentially deadly reac-
tions to food allergens in schools. That
is why, 2 weeks ago, Senator
DUCKWORTH and I introduced the Pro-
tecting Children with Food Allergies
Act. Our bill would require cafeteria
workers and other school nutrition
workers to receive training in how to
identify, prevent, and respond to food-
related allergic reactions. That is it. It
is a simple fix that would make our
schools safer for children with food al-
lergies so that they can focus on learn-
ing, not on whether or not they might
have an allergic reaction at lunchtime.
These cooks, servers, and other cafe-
teria workers already undergo other
sorts of trainings, such as to prevent
the spread of foodborne pathogens. We
think they also should know the basics
on food allergy safety, too. The Pro-
tecting Children with Food Allergies
Act would move us in that direction.

We hope our colleagues will join us
and support this bill with a strong bi-
partisan vote, just as we did in 2013.
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